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The Bowen House was originally surveyed in 1992 by Paul Touart in his "Along the Seaboard Side: The Architectural History of 
Worcester County, Maryland," but no NRHP eligibility evaluation was made for the house at that time. 

NRHP Evaluation: Not Eligible 

Criterion A: The Maryland Department of Taxation and Assessment's real estate database for the house gives a construction date 
of 1780, which seems plausible given the proportions of the house, its saltbox-like roofline, and small squat-proportioned window 
openings. Thirteen other houses from the 1780-1800 era were listed in the 1992 Worcester County preservation plan, eight of the 
houses in rural settings and five located in towns, with two houses listed in the NRHP. Based on this, it is unlikely that this is the 
only remaining house in the county dating to the ca. 1780-1800, and there are likely at least a few examples of housing in this area 
from this period. The building is recommended not eligible under Criterion A. 

Criterion B: The house is associated with the Bowen Family, who were prominent in the history of Newark, but the association 
does not warrant NRHP listing. The building is recommended not eligible under Criterion B. 
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Criterion C: The building is an example of early Worcester Cotmty vernacular domestic architecture. The front and rear of the 
building have been clad in wide-lap aluminum siding, and the front door and possibly the sidelights of the main entrance are new. 
Trim is aluminum, and the side walls of the house were re-clad, probably some time in the 1970s, with common bond red brick. A 
dormer at the rear of the house has wood windows that appear to be 1920s-1940s Colonial Revival wood products. The current 
front windows are appropriate for the house in terms of their light pattem, but they appear to be twentieth century Colonial Revival 
replacements. Due to alterations lacks integrity of design, materials, workmanship and feeling and is recommended not eligible 
under Criterion C. 

Criterion D: The building appears to have no potential to reveal any significant historical information, and is recommended as not 
eligible under Criterion D. 
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